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I A Fascinating  Museum  Depicting  Rural 
j Pennsylvania  from  the  Age  of  Homespun 
I to  the  “Gay  Nineties” 
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A Conestoga  Wagon  of  Ot 

accumulated  through  the  efforts  of  two  brotl 
about  1900  to  collect  through  purchase  andi 
sylvania  rural  life,  domestic  arts,  craftwork,  a 
in  1925,  and  the  Landis  Valley  Museum  was  1? 
of  funds  supplied  by  the  Oberlaender  Trus  liii 
organization  erected  a stone  museum  buildir  (i 
and  cataloging  of  the  collections.  When  the  01  i:i 
completed  in  1953  under  which  the  Pennsylv: 
the  property  and  collections  and  established  t [\ 
At  the  present  time  the  museum  consists  ( 
collection  of  more  than  250,000  items.  The  ; k 
description.  There  are,  for  example,  two  Cor  3 
kinds  of  plows,  cultivators,  and  other  farm*! 
collection  of  early  hrearms,  a large  collecthfl 
thousands  of  other  items  of  every  sort.  | 
Future  plans  for  the  museum  include  ex< 
the  establishment  of  outdoor  exhibits  ceni, 
farms  of  the  Colonial  (about  1750)  , FedeiS 
torian  (about  1870)  periods.  Through  these* 
visitor  can  obtain  a graphic  picture  of  agri<» 
same  time  a feeling  for  the  vanished  ways  i.3 
periods  portrayed.  | 


M miles  north  of  Lancaster  the  Pennsylvania 
^ail  of  History  reaches  the  Pennsylvania  Farm 
[ of  Landis  Valley.  Appropriately  located  in 
lie  farmlands  of  Lancaster  County,  this  mu- 
Pennsylvania  farm  and  folk  life  gives  recog- 
) the  basic  contributions  made  by  agriculture 
tistory  and  economic  growth  of  the  Common- 
nd  through  museum  techniques  portrays  the 
n of  rural  life,  methods  of  work,  farm  imple- 
ad machinery,  craftwork,  and  a wide  variety 
matters. 

vast  collections  of  this  unusual  museum  were 
Henry  K.  and  George  D.  Landis,  who  began 
lerwise  every  possible  item  illustrating  Penn- 
Dther  folkways.  A display  museum  was  opened 
nally  incorporated  in  1940  with  the  assistance 
the  Carl  Schurz  Memorial  Foundation.  This 
ad  two  vehicle  sheds  and  began  the  arranging 
lender  Trust  was  liquidated,  an  agreement  was 
; Historical  and  Museum  Commission  took  over 
'ennsylvania  Farm  Museum  of  Landis  Valley, 
(n  buildings  housing  and  displaying  the  Landis 
land  bewildering  variety  of  the  collection  defy 
tjiga  wagons,  two  complete  blacksmith  shops,  all 
ij.ipment,  a dozen  spinning  wheels,  a priceless 
Ilf  Fraktur,  and  literally 

lied  indoor  displays  and 
111  around  three  typical 
if 'about  1820),  and  Vic- 
ei  bits,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
i iral  progress  and  at  the 
s Liral  life  in  each  of  the 

i 
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The  Country  Store 


Kitchen  in  the  Landis  House 

Visiting  Hours 
May  I ^-October  /5;  8:30  A.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  weekdays;  j 
12:00  noon  to  5:00  P.M.  Sundays.  | 

October  16-May  /y.-  8:30  A.M.  to  4:30  P.M.  weekdays;  I 
12:00  noon  to  4:30  P.M.  Sundays. 

Telephone:  Lancaster,  LOwell  9-1411 


